
SPEAKERS
Terr i  Conneran
Since 2017 ,  Terr i  has been batt l ing stage 3 lung cancer .
After learning of her KRAS mutat ion and being unable to
f ind an exist ing biomarker support group ,  she founded
KRAS Kickers in 2019 to create a network for pat ients and
fami l ies in search of KRAS informat ion and support .  The
miss ion of KRAS Kickers is  to connect people to current
informat ion ,  resources ,  and community .  With in KRAS
Kickers ,  members engage with leading doctors ,
researchers ,  and advocates ,  learn about new developments
and c l in ica l  t r ia ls ,  connect to resources ,  bui ld community ,
and share their  stor ies to give hope to each other with a
common goal  to k ick cancer 's KRAS!

Channing Der ,  Ph .D .
Dr .  Channing Der is  Sarah Graham Kenan Dist inguished
Professor at the Univers i ty of North Carol ina at Chapel  Hi l l .
He received his Ph .D .  f rom the Univers i ty of Ca l i fornia ,
I rv ine and completed his postdoctora l  studies at Harvard
Medica l  School  and the Dana-Farber Cancer Inst i tute .
S ince h is in i t ia l  d iscovery of RAS oncogenes in human
cancer in 1982,  h is research has centered on the study of
RAS oncoproteins in cancer .  His research has been funded
by grants from the Nat iona l  Cancer Inst i tute ,  Department
of Defense ,  Lustgarten Foundat ion ,  and Pancreat ic Cancer
Act ion Network/AACR.  He is a member of the NCI RAS
Working Group and he served previous ly on the NCI Board
of Scient i f ic Counselors .  He current ly serves on the
scient i f ic advisory boards and consul tant for numerous
pharmaceut ica l/biotech companies .  He is current ly a
member of the Scient i f ic and Medica l  Advisory Board of
the Pancreat ic Cancer Act ion Network and previous ly on
the scient i f ic advisory board of the Lustgarten Foundat ion .
His honors inc lude Fe l low of the AAAS,  the recip ient of an
NCI Outstanding Invest igator Award ,  the Batt le
Dist inguished Cancer Research Award ,  the Mentorship
Award for L i fet ime Achievement ,  the Univers i ty of
Ca l i fornia ,  I rv ine Dist inguished Alumnus Award ,  and the
Einstein BIH Vis i t ing Fe l low Award .

https://www.kraskickers.org/
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Ferdinandos Skoul id is ,  M.D . ,  Ph .D .
Dr .  Skoul id is obta ined a Medica l  Degree from the Ar istot le
Univers i ty of Thessa lonik i ,  Greece in 2000 and a Ph .D .
f rom the Univers i ty of Cambridge ,  UK in 2011 .  He
completed genera l  medic ine res idency and medica l
oncology fe l lowship tra in ing in Cambridge and London ,  UK
before moving to the Univers i ty of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center in 2013 ,  where he is  current ly a Tenured
Associate Professor (Physic ian Scient ist) in the
Department of Thoracic/Head and Neck Medica l  Oncology.
Dr Skoul id is ’  laboratory is focused on (a) unravel ing the
molecular and c l in ica l  heterogeneity of KRAS mutant non-
smal l  ce l l  lung cancer (NSCLC) and developing novel
therapeut ic strategies to target KRAS-mutant lung tumors;
(b) maximizing the therapeut ic potent ia l  of d irect KRAS
inhib i tors and (c) e lucidat ing the impact of indiv idua l
somat ic genomic a l terat ions on the NSCLC immune
contexture and immunotherapy response ,  with the goal  of
developing novel  precis ion oncogenotype-tai lored
immunotherapeut ic strategies .  

Kristen Marrone ,  M.D .
Dr .  Kr isten Marrone is an Assistant Professor of Oncology
at the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at
Johns Hopkins ,  and Associate Program Director of their
Hematology and Medica l  Oncology Fe l lowship Program.
She is a c l in ica l  invest igator with a research focus on lung
cancer immunotherapy c l in ica l  t r ia ls .  Current ly ,  she is  the
Pr incipa l  Invest igator for mult ip le ear ly phase c l in ica l  t r ia ls
focused on the use of targeted therapies and
immunotherapies for molecular ly se lected subsets of lung
cancer and other so l id tumors .  Her trans lat iona l  research
projects are focused on eva luat ion of novel  immunologic
and genomic ana lyses ,  and their  associat ion with c l in ica l
outcome in pat ients with NSCLC treated with
immunotherapy.  Her long-term career goals are to
leverage advanced immunologic and genomic prof i l ing
approaches as a means to develop persona l ized
immunotherapeut ics for pat ients with oncogene dr iven
NSCLC,  speci f ica l ly KRAS mutated lung cancer .  
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Danie l  Ahn ,  D .O . ,  M.S .
Danie l  H .  Ahn ,  D .O . ,  M.S . ,  i s  a GI Medica l  Oncologist  and
Associate Professor in the Div is ion of
Hematology/Medica l  Oncology at the Mayo Cl in ic .  He
conducts c l in ica l  and trans lat iona l  research focused on
developing ant i-cancer agents for pat ients with
gastrointest ina l  cancers .  Dr .  Ahn col laborates extensive ly
with var ious sc ient ists and industry partners to design and
execute innovat ive c l in ica l  t r ia ls ,  inc luding many f i rst-in-
human studies .  He a lso is  the Medica l  Director for the
Cl in ica l  Cancer Tr ia ls  Off ice and lead for the GI Oncology
Trans lat iona l  Research Disease Working Group at Mayo
Cl in ic Ar izona .  Dr .  Ahn serves on the Board of Directors
for the Mayo Cl in ic-supported cancer research consort ium
Academic and Community Cancer Research United
(ACCRU) and is heavi ly involved in the Al l iance for C l in ica l
Tr ia ls  in Oncology ,  a Nat iona l  Cancer Inst i tute (NCI)-
supported cooperat ive research group .

Sumita Bhatta ,  M.D .
Sumita Bhatta ,  M.D . ,  i s  a board cert i f ied oncologist  and the
Vice Pres ident ,  G loba l  Medica l  Affa i rs Head of Oncology at
Amgen.  She has over 9 years of exper ience in the
biopharmaceut ica l  industry and has he ld mult ip le ro les in
research and development .  

Sumita received her undergraduate degree from UCLA and
received both an M.A in Appl ied Physio logy as wel l  as a
M.D .  f rom the Rosa l ind Frank l in Univers i ty of Medic ine and
Science in Chicago ,  I l l inois .  She completed her interna l
res idency ,   hematology/oncology fe l lowship ,  and a c l in ica l
pharmacology/pharmacogenomics fe l lowship at the
Univers i ty of Chicago.  
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Mohamed Sa lem,  M.D .
Mohamed Sa lem,  M.D . ,  i s  a gastrointest ina l  (GI) medica l
oncologist  at  Levine Cancer Inst i tute in Char lotte ,  North
Carol ina .  Dr .  Sa lem specia l izes in the treatment of GI
mal ignancies ,  part icu lar ly colorecta l  cancer ,  pancreat ic
cancer and state-of-the art  approaches for advanced
mal ignancies .  He a lso has a specia l  interest in treat ing
colon cancer in young adults .  Dr .  Sa lem is the pr incipa l
invest igator on severa l  c l in ica l  t r ia ls .  He has made severa l
key research presentat ions at nat iona l  and internat iona l
meet ings ,  and has publ ished severa l  important papers ,
some of which have led to major changes in the f ie ld and
have shaped NCCN guide l ines .  Some of h is work has led to
s igni f icant change in pat ient care .  Dr .  Sa lem has won
severa l  awards for h is work ,  inc luding a Meri t  Award from
the American Society of C l in ica l  Oncology and Precis ion
Oncology Al l iance “2017- Invest igator of The Year”
award .  Dr .  Sa lem completed a fe l lowship in exper imenta l
therapeut ics at the C leveland Cl in ic Foundat ion ,  Tauss ig
Cancer Inst i tute ,  and a fe l lowship in hematology and
oncology at the Wayne State Univers i ty Karmanos Cancer
Inst i tute .

Brenda Jesteadt
Brenda Jesteadt was diagnosed with lung cancer (KRAS
G12V) in 2021.  Pr ior to her d iagnosis ,  Brenda worked as a
pediatr ic ian for 35 years in the suburbs of P i t tsburgh ,
Pennsylvania and was an avid runner ,  cyc l ist ,  sk ier ,  and
scuba diver .  She is marr ied to her husband Ron and has
two sons .  

Brenda is current ly between c l in ica l  t r ia ls .  Her exper ience
with her last  c l in ica l  t r ia l  underscored the need for
advocacy for pat ients in tr ia ls  who need a voice .  She is
hoping that her voice wi l l  make a di f ference for others .  
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Er ic Madsen
Er ic Madsen is a Computer C loud Architect current ly
res id ing in Wolfeboro ,  NH.  He was diagnosed with stage 4
colon cancer in October 2019 and genet ic test ing
conf i rmed a KRAS G12C mutat ion .  After responding to
some standard of care chemotherapy treatments ,  he
underwent a CRS/HIPEC surgica l  procedure that was
a lmost curat ive .  Severa l  months later ,  however ,  severa l
smal l  nodules started to grow on his lungs and was later
conf i rmed to be metastases from the or ig ina l  co lon cancer ,
and st i l l  the same KRAS G12C mutat ion .  No longer being a
surgica l  candidate ,  he has s ince part ic ipated in two
dif ferent c l in ica l  t r ia ls :  Mirat i ’s  “KRYSTAL-10” tr ia l  (a
KRAS-G12C inhib i tor + Cetuximab) which kept h is d isease
stab le for a lmost 8 months ,  and JS-Innopharm’s JSI-1187
(an ERK inhib i tor) which unfortunate ly did not work for
him.  He is current ly invest igat ing and applying for severa l
potent ia l  c l in ica l  t r ia ls  of var ious types .

Russe l l  H .  Greenf ie ld ,  M.D .
Russe l l  H .  Greenf ie ld ,  M.D . ,  i s  the Lead Physic ian ,
Integrat ive Oncology at Weis iger Cancer Center/Novant
Heal th and the Sr .  Physic ian Consultant at the Off ice of
Pat ient Centered Care and Cultura l  Transformat ion for the
Veterans Hea l th Administrat ion .  Dr .  Greenf ie ld completed
residency tra in ing in Emergency Medic ine at Harbor/UCLA
Medica l  Center as wel l  as a Chief Resident Fe l lowship at
the same inst i tut ion .  After moving to Char lotte ,  he became
involved in the Emergency Medic ine res idency program at
Carol inas Medica l  Center and was subsequent ly honored as
the inaugura l  recip ient of the Golden Apple Award for
Excel lence in Teaching .  He was founding medica l  d irector
of Carol inas Integrat ive Hea l th and a consul tant in the
development of U .S .  nat iona l  model  guide l ines for the use
of complementary and a l ternat ive therapies .  He has worked
with a var iety of organizat ions promoting employee and
community integrat ive wel l-being in i t iat ives inc luding
Harr is  Teeter supermarkets ,  the Veterans Hea l th
Administrat ion ,  Levine Cancer Inst i tute ,  and Wake Forest
Bapt ist  Hea l th .  


